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GraceJuice

t’s football time again and I love it!

Brings back fond memories of crisp
fall nights on that sun-hardened field
back at little Wylie High School on the
outskirts of Abilene, TX.

And the other day it reminded me of
what kept us going through the last hour
of two-a-day practices — We called it
“go-juice.” Not the power drinks of this
day and age. Forty years ago, the best
our coach could come up with was or-
ange juice—big 5 gallon containers of
ice cold OJ. And, boy, did we love it!

That memory spurred me to think:
What keeps believers going and doing
the tough gospel work that so desper-
ately needs doing?

Sometimes, unfortunately, it’s dys-
function! Some work out of guilt or
obligation. Others are motivated by co-
dependency, needing to feel needed or
able to “fix” things or people.

But when things are right about us, I’'m
convinced, we are motivated to good
works by grace. No doubt, our Baptist
mantra is correct—We are saved by
God’s grace through faith; not by works.
(Eph. 2:8,9) But we must not overlook
Eph. 2:10: “for we are God’s workman-
ship created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do.”

In other words, a grace that doesn’t
impel us into the God’s fields is, at best,
partial. Grace doesn’t allow us to retreat
to ivory towers, recliners or chaise
lounges, confident that we have our “fire
insurance” and are heaven bound.
Rather, because we are confident of our
destination, we are compelled to share
this Good News with others. Grace is
our Go-juice!

It was this grace extended to “the
greatest of all sinners” that kept Paul
going on dangerous voyages on tiny
ships and on 100-mile hikes through
lawless regions. (Read 2Corinthians
11:16-29 to get a better picture of what
Paul endured for the sake of the Gospel.)

Paul would remind us that any con-
struct of the Gospel that abandons the
white harvest fields to the ravages of
Satan’s storms is negligent, unbiblical.

Part of the reason I feel God has
wanted me to stay on part-time with the
association is to make sure that we don’t
drop the ball with Find It Here. It repre-?
sents our best opportunity to cooperate

Find It Here

F ind It Here is the statewide Baptist
effort to share the Gospel with
every household in KY by next Easter.

In Oct. OTBA churches will begin to
prayer-walk (or drive) a zone assigned
to them. Every home in Trimble and
Oldham county will be prayed for.
Then, in March every home will be per-
sonally delivered a Gospel packet by
one of our churches.

In between, churches will be encour-
aged to be involved in servant evangel-
ism and to reexamine how they seek to
incorporate visitors and new members
into the life of Christ’s Body.

We are very close to having 100%
participation from all our churches and
church plants at this point! This is the
broadest and deepest level of coopera-
tion in OTBA in many decades. Surely,
God will use this work to plant seeds of
the Gospel that will bear fruit for years
to come.

The Church Strengthening Team is
offering a training session at two differ-
ent times and locations:

FIND IT HERE TRAINING
Sept. 22 — Milton Baptist
Sept. 29 — LaGrange Baptist

Held from 7:00-8:30, the sessions will
include four 30-minute workshops,
which will be offered twice per evening
to insure information is widely shared.

Workshop topics will include 1-Prayer
walking, 2-Evangelism, 3-Servant evan-
gelism, and 4-Assimilation. If you are
interested, talk to your pastor about how
you can be involved.

together to further the gospel in a way 1
have not seen in 35 years of ministry in
this area!

So far we are very close to having all
churches and church plants participating
in Find It Here! That’s phenomenal!
With that level of participation, we can
share the gospel with every home in
Oldham and Trimble County, broadcast-
ing the Gospel seed more widely than
we’ve ever done before.

Also, we will be working to get out-
side the walls of our buildings to take
the Gospel to the streets with servant
ministries, ministering more deeply to
people who just don’t “get” grace.

Furthermore, many of our churches
will search out how to retain those we
make contact with and reach. How do
we help them follow through to Chris-
tian maturity?

Let’s seek God’s grace to keep us
going in the hard work of sharing the
Gospel through Find It Here.

Oldham-Trimble

Baptist
Builders

he general consensus of participat-

ing Baptist Builders on this year’s
project was, “Best one of our twenty
years!” Attendance on a given day
passed the 100 mark for the first time.

Work completed was tops, too—
finishing the roofing, all exterior and
interior framing, setting what doors and
windows had arrived, and completing
about two-thirds of the siding.

The participation of the partner
church, Pleasant View Baptist of Smiths
Grove, was best ever also. It was a great
witness to the church and community to
see an interracial partnership accomplish
so much.

The church continues to move forward
well: doors and windows are in, siding
and brick veneer complete, and rough
plumbing and wiring done.

Please pray for them as they seek vol-
unteers and/or funding to help make the
heating/ac work and drywall installation
more affordable.

Thanks to all who helped make this
trip one that exalted God in a magnifi-
cent way!

DOM Search Update

he OTBA Director of Missions

(DOM) Search Team continues to
work carefully, prayerfully, and dili-
gently through the search process. Sev-
eral months ago they had a candidate in
whom they were most interested decline
further consideration.

The team has stayed unified and deter-
mined to seek God’s man for our asso-
ciation. They have been meeting regu-
larly and faithfully and are making ex-
cellent progress in the process.

Please intensify your prayer for them
and for the Lord’s direction for the asso-
ciation. His wisdom and timing are what
matters—not just filling a position!

Fall Meeting

his year’s Fall Meeting will be a

great change from previous meet-
ings. In accordance with last year’s
vote, it will be held on Sunday, Oct. 4 at
Bedford Baptist Church. There will be a
late afternoon session, followed by a
meal and the evening session.

Each church needs to be sure to be

fully represented by duly selected mes-
sengers. More details to come.
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Report:

August, 2009

Sept. 1,2008 T August 24, 2009

*Church Income:

Antioch $310.00
Ballardsville 8,009.95
Bedford 5,579.14
Beulah Land 1,001.84
Buckner 3,002.33
Centerfield 0.00
Corn Creek 605.97
Covington 2,737.56
Crestwood 9,627.08
DeHaven 4,706.47
Eighteen Mile 669.69
Harrods Creek ----------——---—————- 2,145.27
LaGrange 17,142.47
LaGrange Heights --------------------- 0.00
Liberty 210.00
Milton 8,600.00
Pleasant View 400.00
Poplar Ridge 0.00
Providence 1,352.59
Sligo 3,666.63
Union Grove 360.00
Westport 8.800.82
Total Church Income----------- 78,957.81
Undesignated Indiv. Gifts ------- 1,178.80
Total Undes’d Receipts --------- 80,136.61
Designated Fund Balances
Find It Here 325.00
Tent Fund 900.00
B.M.C. Building Fund ----------- 1,274.60
New Equipment Fund ------------ 1.489.13
Total Designated Funds --------- 3,988.73
*Budget Expenditures
Expended up to 8/24/09 ------- 66,736.06

Aug. 31 concludes the OTBA fiscal year.
However, church contributions for Aug.
will be received several days into Sept.
to allow for mail delivery.

* - Reflects bills paid by and checks received
and deposited by 8/24/09.

Treasurer 0s

AMONG
THE
CHURCHES

BEDFORD pastor Tom Wilkes re-
signed in July and subsequently accepted
the call to pastor Grant’s Lick BC, in
northern KY. Youth pastor Jeff Gayhart
resigned in July, prior to departure for a
five-month volunteer missions assign-
ment in Taiwan. Pray for the church as
they additionally seek a part-time music
minister. Doug Boyd, former pastor of
Providence, will lead revival services this
month.

BEULAH LAND held its church
homecoming on Aug. 29.

BUCKNER is seeking a part-time
minister to children.

CORN CREEK has recently called as
pastor Benjamin Dailie. He and his wife
Cynthia live in Louisville where he is a
student at Southern Seminary.

COVINGTON and WESPORT will be
serving attendees of Westport River Daze
on Sept. 12

CRESTWOOD: Key Chambers, asso-
ciate pastor and long-time worship
leader, resigned recently.

DeHAVEN has called Key Chambers
to serve as interim music leader.

HARRODS CREEK and MILTON
each hosted community health screening
clinics in Aug. provided by LifeLine
Screening of Louisville.

LaGRANGE will hold its second an-
nual “Promoting the Gospel” Bible Con-
ference on Mon.-Wed., Oct. 26-28.
Guest speakers will include Dr. Paul
Tripp and Justin Taylor. For more de-
tails, go to http://promotingthegospel.
lagrangebaptist.com/ptg.

MILTON is in the early stages of de-
veloping a food pantry ministry.

PHOS HILARON and BUCKNER
manned a service center for participants
in the Ironman Triathalon, Aug. 30.

PROVIDENCE is holding revival
services Sept. 20-23 with Robert Frank-

lin, pastor of FBC, Alexandria and for-
mer pastor of Sligo, as evangelist.

SLIGO pastor Bradford Laubinger
resigned in Aug. and has accepted a call
to pastor FBC, Desloge, MO.

WESTPORT will hold a worship ser-
vice at the county park Sept. 27, includ-
ing a river baptism.

Good News Homesii
2009 Bluegrass BBQ

Sat., Oct. 24, 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Kavanaugh Life Enrichment Center
Crestwood

2nd Annual GNH Fundraiser
Music by...
Bluegrass 104nd Shades of Grass
Tickets: $8 at the door
There will be a silent auction, lots of door
prizes, and fun activities for the kids.

Oldham County Repair Affair
SEPT. 12
Coffee and donuts at the Red Cross Cen-
ter, Hwy 146, in Buckner, 7:30 am

Trimble County Repair Affair
SEPT. 26
Breakfast served at the Senior Center,
Hwy 421, between Bedford/Milton, 7:30

Come help families in need throughout
our area. Contact the OTBA office for
more info.

Adult
Clothes Closet

he Adult Clothes Closet volunteers

will soon make the switch to fall
and winter clothes. And the racks for
men’s clothing are very depleted. If
you have seasonal clothing —especially
men’s! — you would be willing to do-
nate, please bring it by the Ministry
Center on Mondays from 6-8 p.m.



