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Trust and Obey 
 

I n his book The Speed of Trust Steven 

Covey argues for a simple equation to 

help readers understand the significance 

of trust in the effectiveness of any or-

ganization.  He holds that the level of 

trust affects two outcomes in particular, 

speed and cost.  If trust is high, speed of 

advance increases and costs go down.  If 

trust goes down, speed goes down and 

costs increase. 

   As an example, think of air travel since 

9/11.  Because of lack of security trust 

levels, we have moved from arriving at 

security gates 1/2 hour before departure 

to arriving 1 1/2 hours before departure.  

And we pay a 9/11 security “tax” with 

every ticket we buy. 

   Conversely, Warren Buffet bought 

McLane Distribution (a $23 billion com-

pany) from Walmart.  Because of high 

trust between persons involved, the deal 

was sealed in one two-hour meeting and 

a handshake, saving their companies 

millions of dollars and months of time. 

   I thought immediately of the old hymn 

“Trust and Obey” and how, when Jesus 

is our leader, those two can be almost 

simultaneous.  Because I trust my life to 

Jesus, all I want to know is what He 

wants me to do—and then I obey (at 

least in my better moments!) 

   But sometimes with mere mortals it’s 

more difficult.  In particular, many 

churches struggle with trust levels be-

tween leaders and the membership. 

   Some churches seem able to adapt, 

make decisions, and advance in new 

directions with amazing ease.  Others 

can’t decide on paint schemes without a 

protracted negotiation process.  Often, at 

issue is the level of trust. 

   Trust can affect a variety of areas as to 

how we regard others:  The heart—We 

ask, Do I really matter to them, or am I 

merely a tool for them to get their way?  

Integrity —Can I trust them to do what 

they say?  Is he/she genuine, or am I 

seeing only a façade?  Intellect—Are 

they clear thinkers or will they only fol-

low the crowd or their own emotions, 

egos, or whims? 

   What’s the speed of trust at your 

church?  To increase the speed of trust, 

leaders and laity alike have to prove 

themselves trustworthy.  Some good 

questions for self-evaluation include… 

Am I trusting and obeying as I hear 

Christ’s call upon me to serve Him?  Are 

 

  

          —from rick 

DOM Search Update 
 

T he OTBA Director of Missions 

(DOM) Search Team continues to 

work carefully, prayerfully, and dili-

gently through the search process.  They  

ask for your on-going prayer support as 

they continue to meet regularly.   

   They have had initial personal inter-

views with a group of candidates to 

whom they have felt God’s leadership to 

give consideration.  Please pray for them 

as they seek God’s leadership to the one 

He would have them consider more 

closely. 

   The team will keep you updated via the 

“News” page on the web site.  Also, you 

can contact them via email at 

DOMSearch@OTBA-KY.com. 

 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 

ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS 
MAY 17-23, 2009 

 

LIVE WITH URGENCY 
     SOWING TOGETHER FOR HARVEST 
 

Please make the ministry of your asso-

ciation a matter of prayer, including… 

...Efforts to pray for and share the Gos-

pel with every home in Oldham and 

Trimble counties—the Find It Here 

campaign 

...The Director of Missions search proc-

ess and the Search Committee 

...The Church Strengthening Team 

...The Church Planting Team and church 

plants, New Dawn/Nuevo Amanecer 

and Phos Hilaron 

...Our Shared Ministries: Adult Clothes 

Closet, Infant/Child Resource Center, 

Good News Homes, Marriage Educa-

tion and Resource Center, and Baptist 

Builders 

...The OTBA officers who make up our 

Administrative Team. 

my actions and my relationships meas-

uring up to the standards of Jesus?   

   Can folks count on me to do what’s 

best for the Kingdom whatever my per-

sonal cost?  Am I honestly seeking 

God’s will through His ways, or have I 

let my own ego or desires creep in?  Am 

I there for others when they need me—

or only when I need them?  Have I been 

less than totally honest with someone 

recently? 

   Ours is a world that is changing so 

rapidly that churches are straining to 

keep pace.  However, the church will 

never be able to move with the speed of 

change unless we work on moving with 

the speed of trust.  Let’s work together 

to build up our trust levels as brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 

    

Missional Church Planting 
 

L ifeway Research Director Ed Stet-

zer will be among the featured 

speakers at a missional church planting 

conference held May 11-14, at Sojourn 

Community Church, Louisville. 

   Meeting sponsors, Campbellsville Uni-

versity and the KBC, have lined up other 

excellent speakers including Chuck 

Lawless, dean of Southern Seminary’s 

Billy Graham School of Evangelism; 

J.D. Payne, professor of church planting 

and evangelism at Southern; and Jeff 

Eaton, pastor of Hope Community 

Church in Lawrenceburg, KY. 

   Designed for all those interested or 

involved in church planting, including 

church planters, potential planters, and 

sponsor churches, the conference will 

cover a comprehensive range of topics. 

   Cost is $85 per person.  The fee covers 

lunches and a Monday night dinner.   

   For more info or to register, visit 

www.kybaptist.org/planting or call 489-

3528 or 1-866-489-3528 (toll free). 
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PROJECT DATES: JULY 11-17 

 

M ark your calendar for the above 

Baptist Builders project dates! 

   The Builders’ Steering Committee has 

had a challenge identifying a project 

location this year.  Due to financial con-

straints, some churches are postponing 

construction projects. 

   However, the Committee has recently 

identified a strong potential site and will 

be going May 9th to visit with church 

leaders to confirm that prospect.  Look 

for more details coming soon.   

   But plan now to be part of what God is 

going to do July 11-17! 

Oldham-Trimble 
 

Baptist 
Builders 

 

Vision Team Meeting 

Monday, June 1 
Baptist Ministry Center 

Dinner, 6:30 

Meeting, 7:00 
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AMONG  
  THE          
   CHURCHES 
 

   BALLARDSVILLE former member 

Rob Blanks traveled to the Mozambique 

in April to prepare for the mission work 

he and his wife Heather will do with the 

Makhuwa, an unreached people group 

numbering about 3 million. 

   BEULAH LAND held revival services 

April 27-May 1, with Kenny White of 

River City Baptist Church, Louisville as 

evangelist. 

   BUCKNER hosted the Dave Ramsey 

“Town Hall for Hope” webcast in April.  

On May 16th the church will host a 

showing of “Fireproof.”  Members and 

other students of the recent Perspectives 

on Missions class will travel in May to 

eastern KY to deliver needed clothing 

and household items. 

   CRESTWOOD will sponsor a 5K 

run/1mile walk May30th as part of the 

Oldham Co. Run/Walk Grand Slam.  For 

more info, visit the church website at  

www.crestwoodbaptist.org. 

   LaGRANGE is sponsoring a Boundary 

Waters Canoe Trip to Superior National 

Park May 21-26. 

   MILTON is sponsoring an Upwards 

Soccer ministry for children.  Registra-

tion is under way, and the “kick off” is 

coming in mid-May. 

   PHOS HILARON will travel to Estill 

Co. May 29-31 to do painting, some 

building, landscaping, and a kids’ club to 

serve that corner of east KY. 

   PROVIDENCE will have Gas, RAs, 

and youth all headed to camps in June.  

The church also has choir robes that they 

would be glad to donate to any church 

that would like to use them.  For more 

info, call the church at 502-532-6321. 

   WESTPORT gets a big “Thank you!” 

from Good News Homes for providing 

nice children’s Bibles which GNH work-

ers included in Easter baskets for chil-

dren of their clients. 

Oldham -Trimble  Baptist Association  
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Marriage Enrichment  
 

M en and Women in Conversation” 

will be presented on Sat., May 16, 

led by Heather Brooks, an area marriage 

and family associate.  The workshop will 

be held at Baptist Hospital Northeast 

from 9:30-11:00 a.m.  There will be no 

fee, though an offering will be taken to 

help cover expenses.   

   To register for this event or for more 

info, check out the Marriage Education 

and Resource Center’s website 

(www.kymrc.com) or call Penny Hudson 

at 939-0121. 

  Treasurerõs 
     Report:   

 

April, 2009 
 

 

Sept. 1, 2008 ï April 29, 2009 
 

 

*Church Income: 

Antioch --------------------------------- $0.00 

Ballardsville ----------------------- 5,136.73 

Bedford ----------------------------- 3,629.14 

Beulah Land -------------------------- 779.84 

Buckner----------------------------- 1,776.32 

Centerfield ------------------------------- 0.00 

Corn Creek ---------------------------- 605.97 

Covington -------------------------- 1,529.89 

Crestwood -------------------------- 5,787.66 

DeHaven --------------------------- 3,027.96 

Eighteen Mile ------------------------ 433.90 

Harrods Creek --------------------- 1,340.39 

LaGrange -------------------------- 12,979.15 

LaGrange Heights ---------------------  0.00 

Liberty --------------------------------- 170.00 

Milton -------------------------------  5,700.00 

Pleasant View ------------------------ 300.00 

Poplar Ridge ----------------------------  0.00 

Providence ---------------------------  937.84 

Sligo --------------------------------  2,333.31 

Union Grove -------------------------- 270.00 

Westport ---------------------------- 6,195.82 

Total Church Income -----------  52,933.92 
 

 

Undesignated Indiv. Gifts ------- 1,178.80 

Total Undes’d Receipts --------- 54,112.72 
 

 

 

Designated Fund Balances 

Tent Fund  ---------------------------- 900.00 

B.M.C. Building Fund ----------- 1,274.60 

New Equipment Fund ------------ 1,489.13 

Salazar Fund- ---------------------------- 0.00 

Total Designated Funds --------- 3,663.73 
 

 

*Budget Expenditures 

Expended up to 04/29/09 ------  51,592.83 

 

At the conclusion of about 67% of the 

budget year, receipts equal 51.1% of the 

budget and expenditures stand at 48.7%. 

 
*  - Reflects bills paid by and checks received 

and deposited by 04/29/09. 

Shared Ministry Needs 
 

A ll OTBA human needs minis-

tries are seeing an increase in 

clients, especially seeing first time 

visitors coming in due to job layoffs.   

 

   Good News Homes now has 16 

families or single women in transi-

tional housing units.  They are being 

overwhelmed with requests for assis-

tance and could place many more 

families if facilities were available. 

 

   You can help these ministries help 

folks in need in these ways: 
 

GOOD NEWS HOMES - Walmart or 

Kroger gift cards, or gas cards.  Two 

families need serviceable transportation 

to work.  (Car or cash would help!) 
 

ADULT CLOTHES CLOSET &  

INFANT/CHILD RESOURCE CENTER 

Both can use spring or summer clothing. 

ICRC can use diapers, baby care items, 

or cash donations. 
 

FOUNDATION OF HOPE - Commer-

cially canned foods or cash contributions. 

 

Call the OTBA office or check the web-

site for contact information or answers to 

your questions. 


