
www.otba-ky.com 
4901 South Highway 53 
Crestwood, KY   40014 

502-225-9449 
 

Rick Lucas, Director of Missions 
Email: director@otba-ky.com 

Mary Yokley, Ministry Assistant 
Email: assistant@otba-ky.com 

the 

CALL 
June 30, 2009 

 

Oldham-Trimble 

Baptist Association 
  

Twenty-two Baptist churches 

and two church plants 

serving the Oldham-Trimble area 

Created Equal 
 

I  confess: I love history—and espe-

cially visiting the sites where history 

was  radically altered—like Jamestown, 

Yorktown, and Gettysburg. 

   One visit to a historical site that par-

ticularly impressed me was Philadel-

phia’s Independence Hall, where the 

Congress on July 4, 1776, adopted the 

U.S. Declaration of Independence.   

   Key to that document is what is argua-

bly the English language’s most memo-

rable phrase: “all men are created 

equal.”   

   Granted, even our founding fathers 

seemed not to grasp the full implications 

of the sweep of that phrase.  However, it 

surely would bemuse many of them to 

see what is being proposed in the name 

of equality.   

   For example, perhaps you have heard 

of President Obama’s fly-swatting inci-

dent, recorded in an outtake of a CNBC 

interview.  (If not, you can see it at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rbUH_iVj

Yw) 

   After the heinous act, Obama was 

properly chastised by PETA (People for 

the Ethical Treatment of Animals) lead-

ers for his insensitivity to a living being 

that has as much right to exist as we hu-

mans do.  He was also sent a humane fly 

trap by which he could trap and then 

release outdoors any future intruders. 

   Their response is indicative of PETA’s 

contention that all life is “created equal.”  

Humans are the moral equivalent of any 

other life form. 

   To be consistent, though, proponents 

of this stance should stop drinking 

treated water.  After all, billions of mi-

crobes are being slaughtered every min-

ute!  And if they themselves should die 

of disease, so what!  Why should they 

live while so many microbes are lost! 

   A biblical world view, in contrast, ac-

knowledges that all people are created in 

the image of God.  There is a qualitative 

difference between human life and all 

other life forms.   

   That difference does not provide a 

license for humans to misuse or abuse 

other life forms.  We are God-called to 

care for and nurture the planet and re-

spect all facets of God’s creation.  Still 

at that, there is the recognition of the 

more precious value of a human being’s 

life.  Or there ought to be! 

   As all these streams of thought came 

 

  

          —from rick 

DOM Search Update 
 

T he OTBA Director of Missions 

(DOM) Search Team continues to 

work carefully, prayerfully, and dili-

gently through the search process.  They  

have had a candidate in whom they were 

most interested decline further consid-

eration. 

   They have since met and determined 

next steps and are all proceeding to-

gether diligently.  Continue to pray for 

them and for the Lord’s direction for the 

association. 

   The team will keep you updated via the 

“News” page on the web site.  Also, you 

can contact them via email at 

DOMSearch@OTBA-KY.com. together in my head, I found myself 

thinking, “Are there ways we fail to 

recognize the equality of all people?” 

   When we direct 95% of our church 

resources to our own homeland, do we 

value equally those around the world 

who haven’t heard the gospel.  As many 

mission leaders are prone to quote, 

“Why invest more in those who have 

heard the Gospel twice when there are 

billions who haven’t heard it once?” 

   Or, are there folks that wouldn’t be 

welcomed—or wanted—at my church 

because of class, race, or lifestyle?  If 

so, on what basis do we justify that?  

   All people are created in God’s image, 

equally loved by him.  He sent His Son 

to die equally for each person who has 

ever walked this planet.  He calls us to 

follow Him in seeking, saving, and serv-

ing those who are separated from Him.  

   As we celebrate this holiday, let’s take 

advantage of our wonderful freedom to 

minister to all people equally! 

 

 

 

 

20th ANNUAL PROJECT 
 

JULY 11-17 

Pleasant View Baptist Church 

Smiths Grove, KY 
 

 

O TBA Baptist Builders will work 

July 11-17 to frame, roof, and pos-

sibly install siding on a 6,400 sq. ft. 

church building for Pleasant View Bap-

tist Church.  This African-American 

congregation, located about 15 miles 

north of Bowling Green, lost their previ-

ous building to fire this past January. 

   Their spirits have remained strong and 

the community has rallied around them, 

offering various facilities for services 

and helping with clean-up already.  The 

Sunday after the fire, the church saw 

one person saved, and three people 

joined the church! 

   Baptist Builders will have an advance 

crew that will work Thurs. and Fri., July 

9-10 to prepare for the main crew, 

which will work Sat. through Fri. noon. 

   Cost for the whole trip is $70, or $10 

per day for shorter stays, which covers 3 

meals, break snacks, and lodging.  

Lodging will be at a neighboring school 

with meals provided at a nearby church. 

   To register or for more details, please 

contact Shane Courtney at wscourtney@ 

bellsouth.net or at 758-3553.  You may 

also contact Rick at the Ministry Center. 

Oldham-Trimble 
 

Baptist 
Builders 

Find It Here 
 

F ind It Here is the Kentucky-wide 

effort to saturate our state with the 

gospel beginning this fall and intensify-

ing next spring.  In partnership with the 

North American Mission Board, the KY 

Baptist Convention, and local associa-

tions, churches will be encouraged to 

share the gospel by servant evangelism, 

prayer walking, and scripture distribu-

tion. 

   Already 16 of our church pastors are 

committed to encouraging their churches 

to participate.  Leaders are awaiting 

word from those remaining and hope to 

have a high percentage of churches in 

support of the effort. 

   Specific plans to fit our area are being 

developed and will be announced soon.  

Won’t you begin now to pray that we all  

can be more effective in sharing the 

Good News that has changed our own 

lives and eternal destiny. 

 

Adult  
Clothes Closet 

 

T he Adult Clothes Closet continues 

to meet the needs of a significant 

number of families in our area.  How-

ever, there is somewhat of a slackening 

of client traffic during mid-summer.  So 

the Clothes Closet will be closed for 

the month of July. 

  However, the racks for men’s clothing 

are very depleted.  If you have men’s 

clothing you would be willing to do-

nate, please bring it by the Ministry 

Center on Monday evenings from 6:00-

8:00 beginning in August.   
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AMONG  
  THE          
   CHURCHES 
 

   BALLARDSVILLE was blessed by 

revival services last month, seeing about 

30 various decisions made, including 12 

professions of faith. 

   BEDFORD pastor Tom Wilkes is on 

sabbatical until July 20.  Youth Minister 

Jeff Gayhart will preach in his absence.  

Jeff will be resigning the church in July 

as he will leave July 22nd for an ex-

tended mission to Taiwan that will con-

tinue till the end of this year.  One of his 

last projects with the youth will be taking 

them on the Builders trip. 

   BEULAH LAND is making good pro-

gress on remodeling a building on their 

property in Buckner (where Foundation 

of Hope is now located) and relocating 

from the VFW hall on the Oldham Fair-

grounds.  Also, Tom Baughman will be 

ordained to gospel ministry on July 19. 

   BUCKNER will have various Sunday 

School classes doing servant evangelism 

projects throughout this month.  One 

thing they will be doing is having a busi-

ness appreciation blitz in the community. 

   CORN CREEK Pastor Aaron O’Kelley  

will conclude his ministry at the church 

July 19.  He and his wife Joni will be 

moving to Jackson, TN, where Aaron 

will be teaching at the Augustine School, 

a classical Christian school. 
   DeHAVEN has begun a ministry they 

call Fixin’ for Jesus.  It is a home repair 

ministry for seniors and others in need. 

   LaGRANGE’s Missions LaGrange 

involved 65 youth and 35 adults in re-

pairs to 6 homes in and around LaGrange 

last month.  Volunteers also held 9 back-

yard Bible clubs that week.  The clubs 

helped enlistment for VBS, and the 

church saw about 280 in its School. 

   MILTON has passed week 3 of their 8-

week Upwards Soccer and is pleased to 

see its outreach impact as 158 partici-

pants have enrolled. 
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Marriage Enrichment  
 

A  workshop entitled “Step-Families” 

will be presented on Sat., July 25, 

led by John and Emily Stewart, who are 

facilitators for “The Smart Stepfami-

lies—Seven Steps to a Healthy Family.”  

The workshop will be held at Baptist 

Hospital Northeast from 9:30-11:00 a.m.  

There will be no fee, though an offering 

will be taken to help cover expenses.   

   To register for this event or for more 

info, check out MERCY’s website 

(www.kymrc.com) or call Penny Hudson 

at 939-0121. 

  Treasurerõs 
     Report:   

 

June, 2009 
 

 

Sept. 1, 2008 ï June 23, 2009 
 

 

*Church Income: 

Antioch ------------------------------ $220.00 

Ballardsville ----------------------- 6,702.31 

Bedford ----------------------------- 4,604.14 

Beulah Land -------------------------- 884.84 

Buckner----------------------------- 2,409.93 

Centerfield ------------------------------- 0.00 

Corn Creek ---------------------------- 605.97 

Covington -------------------------- 1,529.89 

Crestwood -------------------------- 6,699.05 

DeHaven --------------------------- 3,988.97 

Eighteen Mile ------------------------ 574.55 

Harrods Creek --------------------- 1,769.07 

LaGrange -------------------------- 15,206.58 

LaGrange Heights ---------------------  0.00 

Liberty --------------------------------- 170.00 

Milton -------------------------------  7,150.00 

Pleasant View ------------------------ 400.00 

Poplar Ridge ----------------------------  0.00 

Providence -------------------------  1,204.09 

Sligo --------------------------------  2,999.97 

Union Grove -------------------------- 270.00 

Westport ---------------------------- 7,558.57 

Total Church Income -----------  64,947.93 
 

 

Undesignated Indiv. Gifts ------- 1,178.80 

Total Undes’d Receipts --------- 66,126.73 
 

 

 

Designated Fund Balances 

Tent Fund  ---------------------------- 900.00 

B.M.C. Building Fund ----------- 1,274.60 

New Equipment Fund ------------ 1,489.13 

Salazar Fund- ---------------------------- 0.00 

Total Designated Funds --------- 3,663.73 
 

 

*Budget Expenditures 

Expended up to 04/29/09 ------  61,286.63 

 

At the conclusion of about 83.3% of the 

budget year, receipts equal 62.5% of the 

budget and expenditures stand at 57.9%. 

 
*  - Reflects bills paid by and checks received 

and deposited by 06/25/09. 

   NEW DAWN hosted an evangelistic 

concert June 21, with guest musician 

Richard Cepeda of Miami, FL.  The 

church had a great response to a prepara-

tory outreach event where they set up 

their praise band in Copperstone Point 

and drew a sizable, appreciative crowd. 

   PROVIDENCE members Cathy Bush 

and Glenda Payton recently traveled to 

Haiti on a mission trip  Amy Fisher 

leaves for vocational mission service in 

Peru on July 1st.  

   SLIGO enjoyed an uplifting day June 

28, ordaining John Park, their minister to 

students,  to the gospel ministry and 

celebrating with his family as John then 

baptized his two oldest children. 

   WESTPORT will have Pat Day as 

special guest speaker at their contempo-

rary community service on Sat., July 18.   

   Four college students with ties to 

OTBA churches are taking part in the 

KBC’s 1:8 Leadership Experience, a two

-month program which combines mis-

sions work with leadership training.  The 

group of 21 students have been in the 

program since May 31 and will soon 

leave for a two-week mission trip to the 

Dominican Republic, doing water purifi-

cation and evangelistic projects.  Partici-

pants include Audrey Kelley and Allyson 

Smith of Crestwood BC, Evelyn Fuson 

of Phos Hilaron, and Mallory Sewell of 

Westport BC. 


