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Emmanuel  
 
 
 

C huck Colson, former Nixon hatchet 

man turned founder of Prison Fel-

lowship, tells of an unforgettable Christ-

mas he and his wife Patty shared.  Deliv-

ering PF Angel Tree Christmas gifts to 

children of prisoners, they went to an 

address in a forlorn housing project and 

knocked on the door. 

   Cautiously, a 9-year-old boy opened 

the door.  When Colson announced, ñWe 

have some Christmas presents for you 

from your daddy,ò the boy brightened 

immediately.  Finding out the boyôs 

mom was on her way home from work, 

the Colsonôs began talking further with 

the young boy.   

   When he told them his name was Em-

manuel, Chuck asked him if he knew 

what his name meant and then took out 

his Bible to show him its significance.  

Shortly thereafter, his mom came in.   

   Emmanuel ran to her and, throwing his 

arms around her legs, exclaimed, 

ñMama, Mama, God is with us!ò 

   That is the astounding message of 

Christmasðthat God Himself took on 

the vulnerable body of Jesus of Nazareth 

to bridge the chasm between sovereign, 

holy God and broken, sin-enslaved us.  

God is with us! 

   But billions of people are like little 

Emmanuelðclueless as to who Jesus is 

and what He has done for us.  And too 

many of us act like we donôt ñget itò 

either.  If we grasp the meaning of 

Christmas, our mission in life becomes 

finding our role in going to ñtell it on the 

mountains, over the hills and every-

where.ò  Tell it on the other side of the 

globe and around the corner; in the hous-

ing project and the gated community; at 

our work and where we shop.  ð

Everywhere! 

   In the midst of the busyness and rush 

of this Christmas season, may you make 

time to reflect on what that young Gali-

lean child accomplished and what that 

means for your life.  May you also 

weigh how you are allowing that truth to 

change how you live your life. 

   Letôs cooperate dynamically in order 

that ñEmmanuelsò everywhere may find 

out that God is, in fact, with us. 

 

  

          ðfrom rick  

New Dawn News  
 

O n Sunday, Nov. 1, Iglesia Bautista 

Nuevo Amanecer constituted as a 

church!  They have since begun the proc-

ess of affiliating with OTBA, the Ken-

tucky Baptist Convention, and the South-

ern Baptist Convention. 

   It is exciting to see this missional 

group continuing to mature spiritually, 

numerically, and organizationally!  

Through service events, 5 community 

home Bible studies, and outreach efforts, 

this young congregation is making a 

great impact on our community.  Please 

continue to support and pray for them. 

O ur churches have been engaged in 

home-by-home prayer for their 

communities.  Several have reported 

positive outcomes from prayer walking 

or driving their area.  To strengthen their 

prayer effort, Buckner is holding a 

prayer seminar on ñPraying Effectively 

for the Lost,ò led by Lee Thomas,KY 

author of that book. 

   FIH bags and gospel brochures will be 

delivered to the association office in 

January and then will be distributed to 

the churches for them to prepare for zone 

distribution March 6-21.   

   We will need each church to provide 

an accurate count of how many homes 

there are in their assigned zone.  Without 

these numbers leaders will not know 

how to assure that each church has suffi-

cient materials to cover their zone.  Pas-

tors, please call or email the office to be 

sure that we have your numbers. 

M ore than 1.5 billion people are 

missing out on the opportunity to 

hear the Gospel.  Letôs pray for, share 

about, and give to the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering for International 

Missions so that more may come to 

know Him! 

   Worshippers at New Dawn spoke last 

Sunday in real time with a couple minis-

tering in a Middle Eastern country to the 

countryôs 250,000 Spanish-speaking 

people.  As missions became personal-

ized, they responded with increased 

prayer and giving.  May we all follow 

their lead in increased missions growth. 

New DOM Begins Soon  
 

N ew Director of Missions Randy 

Jones will begin serving OTBA 

with the start of the New Year.  With the 

holiday and weekend, his first day in the 

office will be Jan. 4. 

   Randy has already visited with several 

of our churches in their Sunday services.  

However, out of a desire to ñfinish 

strongò in his work with the KBC, he will 

prioritize his responsibilities there these 

last few weeks of the year. 

   You can anticipate continued growth in 

effectiveness of OTBAôs ministry under 

the capable leadership of Randy Jones.  I 

know you will welcome and support him 

wonderfully as you have me these last 

16+ years.            

Upcoming Events  
 

CHURCH LEADER  

APPRECIATION DINNER  

 Monday, January 25, 6:30 p.m. at 

Providence Church 
 

VISION TEAM MEETING  

 Monday, January 11, 6:30 p.m.  

at the Baptist Ministry Center 
 

CENTRAL REGION HISPANIC 

BOARD MEETING  

Monday, January 18, 7:00 p.m. 

at the Baptist Ministry Center 

ñUltimate Date Nightò 

M ERCY (Marriage Education and 

Resource Center) and Crestwood 

Baptist are hosting Jay and Laura Laf-

foon in a fun and inspirational event for 

couples.  With music, comedy, and nug-

gets of marriage wisdom, they will en-

tertain and inspire you.   

January 15, 2010ð7:30 p.m. 

Cost: $10 per person. 

To register or see a clip of a similar 

event, visit www.crestwoodbaptist.org. 
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 AMONG  
  THE          
   CHURCHES  
 

Please pray for BEDFORD 

and SLIGO churches as they continue 

their search processes for senior pastors. 

 

   BALLARDSVILLE, on Dec. 10-11, 

loaded and sent out a convoy of trucks 

throughout eastern KY to deliver food, 

clothing and toys to several ministries 

that help families year-round and espe-

cially at Christmas. 

   BEULAH LAND has been holding 

services in their new facility at 3509 W. 

Hwy. 146 in Buckner since Oct.  A for-

mal Dedication service will be held soon.  

   BUCKNER has called Ally Ioos (pro-

nounced Yos) as part-time childrenôs 

minister.  A Crestwood resident, Ally is 

pursuing an M.Div. in Pastoral Care at 

Bapt. Seminary of KY in Lexington.  She 

has served as a chaplain in the childrenôs 

department of Bapt. Hospital East. 

   CRESTWOOD and Compassion Inter-

national are hosting Travis Cottrell, along 

with Cindy Morgan and Shaun Groves, 

Sunday night, Dec. 20, 7 pm.  General 

admission tickets are $12 each, available 

through the church website at www. 

crestwoodbaptist.org. 

   DeHAVEN called Key Chambers as 

part-time minister of music this past 

month. 

   LaGRANGE recently called as worship 

pastor Benjamin Brainerd.  Both Ben and 

his wife Amanda have Masters degrees 

from Southern Seminary.  They have one 

child. 

   MILTON continues enthusiastic sup-

port of GracePoint church restart.  Grace-

Point began keeping member roles at a 

Founderôs Day Service Nov. 15.  They 

now report 30 members. 

   PROVIDENCE is seeking to be respon-

sive to ñbackyard missionsò by collecting 

supplies-food, personal care products and 

cleaning supplies-to be prepared to meet 

emergency needs of families in their area. 
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  Treasurerõs 
     Report:   

 

November, 2009 
 

 

 

 

Sept. 1 ï Nov. 25, 2009 
 

 

*Church Income: 

Antioch -------------------------------  $80.00 

Ballardsville -----------------------  2,047.58 

Bedford -----------------------------  1,462.50 

Beulah Land -------------------------- 267.16 

Buckner-------------------------------  846.28 

Centerfield ------------------------------  0.00 

Corn Creek ---------------------------  380.49 

Covington ----------------------------  441.33 

Crestwood --------------------------  1,556.06 

DeHaven ---------------------------  1,343.83 

Eighteen Mile ------------------------ 109.28 

Harrods Creek -----------------------  486.91 

LaGrange --------------------------- 2,882.85 

LaGrange Heights ---------------------  0.00 

Liberty -----------------------------------  0.00 

Milton -------------------------------  2,175.00 

Pleasant View -----------------------  100.00 

Poplar Ridge ----------------------------  0.00 

Providence ---------------------------  347.30 

Sligo --------------------------------  1,326.67 

Union Grove --------------------------  90.00 

Westport ----------------------------  1,058.15 

Total Church Income ------------ 17,011.39 
 
 

Undesignated Indiv. Gifts ----------  40.00 

Total Undesôd Receipts --------- 17,051.39 
 

 

 

Designated Fund Balances 

Tent Fund  ------------------------   1,000.00 

B.M.C. Building Fund -----------  1,274.60 

New Equipment Fund ------------  1,489.13 

Total Designated Funds ---------  3,763.73 
 

 

 

*Budget Expenditures 

Expended through 11/25/09---  $8,401.62 

 

 
 

*  - Reflects bills paid by and checks received 

and deposited by 11/25/09. 

Good News Homes  

 

T hanks to the hard work and generos-

ity of many diverse people, GNHôs 

Bluegrass and Barbecue provided funds 

that will translate into housing assistance 

for many people in need.  In addition to 

OTBA churches-Ballardsville, Buckner, 

Covington, Crestwood, DeHaven, La-

Grange, and Wesport,- other community 

churches, girl scout troops, and school 

service clubs assisted.  And Bluegrass 

101 and Shades of Grass offered top-

notch and generous entertainment! 

   To all who helped in this worthy effort, 

from GNH staff and board and the larger 

OTBA family ð Thank you! 

   Thanks also to LaGrange Baptist and 

Phos Hilaron for helping GNH families 

have a more joyous Thanksgiving! 

   The annual Christmas carnival was 

held on Dec. 13th for the families.  

ñThank youò to those who helped meet 

needs of these families and bore witness 

to them during the Christmas season by 

your deeds of kindness. 

   Tamara Alexander recently resigned as 

associate director for GNH.  Please pray 

for her new direction in work and for 

GNH during a time of transition. 

In this last month of RickÙs serv-

ing as interim DOM, we want to 

thank you for the gracious kind-

ness and support you have shown 

our family over the years.  May 

you and yours be blessed with an 

abundant sense of GodÙs nearness 

as we celebrate our LordÙs birth 

    Ever your coworkers in Christ,  

         Rick and Lucy Lucas                        


