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Let’s Talk...

n one way this past executive board
meeting at Poplar Ridge was of no
particular note. —No sweeping action on

vision or strategy, no controversial votes,

and certainly no acrimonious debates.
(Thank you, Jesus, for the latter!)

And yet, it was a great meeting. One
cluster “fellowshipping” around the din-
ner table was gently nudged toward the
soon-to-start meeting. Church news was
shared. One messenger spoke well to a
concern about how we relate to each
other and keep faith. And we prayed.
—Not just a “Lord, bless ‘em all” prayer.
Specific, extended, heartfelt prayer.
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In part, the unity and phenomenal
growth of the New Testament church was
reliant upon the diverse clusters of believ-
ers “talking.” In Acts 11:2 we read that,
following the “second Pentecost” in Cor-
nelius’ home (Acts 10:44-46), Peter re-
turned to Jerusalem, only to be criticized
by the circumcised believers there for
going into the houses of Gentiles.

Peter didn’t blow up at the confronta-
tion or counterattack his critics. He
“explained everything to them precisely
as it had happened.” (11:4, NIV) Verse
18 tells the outcome: “When the Jewish
believers heard this, they stopped argu-
ing. They praised God....”(NCV)

Here, the infant church was in danger of
fragmenting before it had a chance to
grow. A united mission endeavor hung in
the balance over this critical issue: Must
the Gentiles keep the Jewish Law in order
to become Christians. And it was a point
of hot argument!

But all believers were able to see what
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Upcoming OTBA
Meetings

Vision Team Meeting
September 8, 2008
OTBA Ministry Center
6:30, Dinner; 7:00, Meeting

Fall Meeting
October 6 & 7, 2008
Ballardsville Baptist Church
LaGrange Heights Baptist Church,
respectively
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Specific, extended, heartfelt prayer.

And I went away grateful to be part of a
blessed association!

Driving home, I was reminded of a for-
mer DOM’s description of one of the
functions of a Baptist association: “It’s
where churches talk.” The 21 messengers
and several visitors “talked” well at that
meeting. —Rekindled friendships, shared
joys and trials, came to understand each
other better, and built stronger relation-
ships that are more likely to withstand the
stresses of life today.

Financial Benefits
Personal
Appointment Day

P astors and staff as well as treasurers
or budget committee chairpersons
will have the opportunity to sit down at
the OTBA office for a private appoint-
ment with Don Spencer, Dir. of KBC
Financial Benefits Dept., and Mike Ford,
of GuideStone Financial Resources.

Appointments are now being scheduled
for Tues., Sept. 16, beginning at 2:00 and
continuing into the evening hours. Don
and Mike will be open to discuss a wide
range of financial benefits issue.

They will be able to help a minister
review his or her account and explain
options. Or, they will meet with church
officers to help them evaluate the best
use of their compensation packages.

Call 225-9449 for an appointment.

But all believers were able to see what
God was doing — because they talked it
out. They listened to God through each
other, lives were adjusted to God’s reve-
lation, and God was exalted.

What if they hadn’t made time to talk it
out? What if they hadn’t really listened
to each other, or kept on arguing, or just
ignored each other and gone separate
ways? But, praise God, they talked it out.

Let’s talk! Even though it takes time
out of busy schedules. Even when it gets
uncomfortable. Let’s keep talking till we

Trimble County
Repair Affair

T rimble community leaders an-
nounce the Trimble Co. Repair Af-
fair will be held on Sat., Sept. 27.

Repair Affair is a one-day repair pro-
ject for low income elderly and disabled
home-owners who need repairwork done
that they cannot afford to do. Volun-
teers do the work with materials pro-
vided by local churches, businesses, and
organizations.

Volunteers will meet for breakfast and
work assignments at 7:30 a.m. at the
Tricounty Community Action building
on Hwy 421, between Bedford and Mil-
ton.

Donations and volunteers are still
needed for this year’s project. For more
info, contact Jon Dunlap at 255-3287 or
Dean Bowling at 255-7122.
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State Mission Offering (EBO) to
further missions all across our state.
Even this past year the EBO has under-
girded unique ministries in our area.

A grant to Prodigal Ministries streng-
thened their witness and ministry to for-
mer offenders now housed in the newly-
opened halfway house in Oldham Co.

A grant to Central Region Hispanic
Ministry supported a regional evangelis-
tic crusade that led to 34 professions of
faith.

Please pray for our state missions
work, and as your church receives this
state offering, please give generously
and prayerfully.
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t the urging of Kentucky Baptist
Convention leaders and our Execu-
tive, Dr. Bill Mackey, KBC churches all
across Kentucky will join together Sept.
10 for united prayer for revival and
spiritual renewal in Kentucky.
Resources and suggestions are avail-
able at www.kybaptist.org/onevoice to
help your church be an effective part of
a prayer “concert” extending all across
Kentucky.
Won'’t you pray with us?
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AMONG THE
CHURCHES

Please pray for
PROVIDENCE church as

Bn '-B'O “ e they continue to seek a pastor.

ANTIOCH will hold a Homecoming
IST ANNUAL FUNDRAISER Sunday on Sept. 28.
FOR GOOD NEWS HOMES BALLARDSVILLE music minister

David Gregory recently resigned. He will
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Bluegrass and

distribute provided bags of food and
items for participants.

POPLAR RIDGE will celebrate 150
years of ministry on Sun., Sept. 28,
beginning at 10:30, with a meal and
special service to follow.

Local Service
Opportunity
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